The Cape Verde Cane Warbler Acrocephalus brevipennis was first described in 1866, and again in 1871 and 1883. These descriptions were all made after specimens from the same series.
Introduction

Descriptions of the species
The first reference to the Cape Verde Cane Warbler was made by Bolle (1856: 20) , who mentioned the occurrence of a sylvid on the island of Sâo Nicolau "larger than the Garden Warbler Sylvia hortensis [name for S. borin (Boddaert, 1783) at that time] and coloured more rufous, which I once encountered in the orange-gardens of Ribeira Brava, above the waterfall of the brook". The German Carl Bolle stayed in the Cape Verde Islands from July 1851 to December 1852, spending most of his time on Sao Nicolau.
The German Heinrich Dohrn and the Dutchman Johan G. Keulemans (the latter acting as a taxidermist for Dohrn) stayed in the Cape Verdes from December 1864 to March 1865. They visited the islands of Santo Antâo, Sâo Vicente, Sâo Nicolau, and Santiago. Keulemans (1866) published an account of his visit to the islands and describedalbeit in a rather sketchy mannerthe Cane Warbler as Calamodyta brevipennis. In his paper, Keulemans stated that this name had been coined by Dohrn. Five years later, Dohrn (1871) The syntype in BMNH The specimen described by Sharpe (1883) is not listed by Warren & Harrison (1971) . Probably due to the diffuse history of the species, they failed to recognize it as belonging to a syntypical series.
Moreover, C.S. Roselaar (pers. comm., 1992) informed me that he did not come across this skin when studying specimens of the species at BMNH. Therefore, I inquired at BMNH whether the skin described by Sharpe (1883) 
itinerary it was collected in February 1865. Sharpe (1883) referred to the skin as adult, but this was already pointed out to be wrong by Alexander (1898) .
In the present skin, the upperparts and upper wingcoverts are cinnamon-brown, not brown-grey as in adults. Colouration is, however, slightly browner than in juvenile plumage and somewhat intermediate between adult and juvenile due to partial moult.
The primaries, secondaries, tail, and undertailcoverts are still of the loose juvenile feather type. In A. brevipennis, it is not possible to discriminatebetween males and females on the basis of size alone.
The size measurements of 15 males and 6 females did not show significant differences between the sexes (C.S. Roselaar, in litt., 1992 (cf. Frade, 1976) .
In the years 1988-1992, the total population on Santiago was thought not to exceed 500 pairs (Hazevoet, in press) . During this period, while conducting fieldwork for the forthcoming Atlas of breeding birds of the Cape Verde Islands (cf. Hazevoet, 1991) , it was found in 11 out of the 50 5 x 5 km squares on the island. On Santiago, it is restricted to well-vegetated valleys, irrigated plan- (Hazevoet, in prep.).
